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actually happened hardly left room for exaggeration.
The garrison of Annual had been utterly defeated.
Headlong rout had followed and at Zeluan and
Monte Arruit what remained of Spanish resistance
had been destroyed by massacre. The military
command in Melilla had scarcely enough troops to
stem the onward surge of Moors, who threatened
now to overwhelm Melilla itself,
When Franco and Ms men of the Legion arrived,
they found Melilla in a state of panic, Considering
the Legion had not yet been in existence a year,
and had had no opportunity for a major military
achievement, it says much for the legend they
had been able to foster, that the mere presence of
one Bandera in the town was enough to restore
order.
But this fine reputation was immediately put to
the test. The danger to Melilla must be relieved
at all costs, for Melilla was the only possible base of
preparations for the eventual reconquest of the
whole zone that had been lost. For the next, two
months-the Legion were engaged, with other .avail-
able fighting units, in capturing and maintaining a
chain of blockhouses around Melilla, and. in making
it strong enough to preclude all possible danger
to the town itself. The story of this fighting, of
the man/ battles to secure the blockhouses and to
protect the convoys that were .essential to them,
is in a sense a monotonous one. For it has no other
outstanding features but blood and death. The